300	BOMBAY
Parsees came to India about the middle of the First
Century of our era and opened trading centres in
the Gujerat region north of Bombay. They did
not establish themselves permanently in Gujerat
but travelled to and fro between it and Persia in
the interests of their business. In the seventh cen-
tury, however, when the Arabs invaded Persia and
sought to impose their faith upon its people, a very
large number of Persians refused to accept the yoke
of Islam and fled from their native land, taldng
refuge in the trading settlements which had been
established by their kinsmen on the shores of India.
Wealthy, affable and intelligent folk, the Parsee
exiles always enjoyed the favour of the Hindu and
Mahometan rulers of India, and in the middle of
the seventeenth century settled down permanently
in the Islands of Bombay. Thereafter, profiting by
the stimulus given by British rule to the trade of the
great western port of India, they built up year by
year the enormous fortunes which are theirs to-day.
The Parsees are the richest business men of India ;
they live in delightful modern houses on Malabar
Hill, dance with their wives at cocktail-parties given
at the Taj Mahal Hotel, and play a leading part in
Indian finance.
Zoroaster, the founder of their religion, is said to
have lived some eight hundred years before Christ.
The basic principles of the faith he preached are the
belief in one Almighty God and the fear of His
adversary, the Spirit of Evil. His descriptions of
heaven and hell recall the visions of the Hebrew
Prophets and the Revelation of Saint John. He
made little efforts to win converts to his faith, nor
have his followers displayed the missionary spirit;
there are barely a million Parsees in all the world
to-day. Their philosophy of life is tolerant and

